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				Annual Review
Web Editor2022-11-28T13:26:40+00:00
				
					Annual Review

	
		
			If your child has an EHCP, the LA has a legal obligation to review it at least once a year (and should consider reviewing the EHCP at least every 6 months for under fives).

Here’s an overview of what you should expect to be happening:


		

	




	
		
			
			

		

	





	
		
			The purpose of the review

	brings together the views of everyone who helps your child
	reviews how well the outcomes set in the plan are being achieved
	considers whether the provision detailed in the EHCP is still effective and relevant
	sets new targets for the next 12 months.


When is it held?

The Annual Review must be held within 12 months of when the EHCP was first issued and thereafter within 12 months of the last review. It is the LA’s responsibility to ensure this happens.

What needs to happen?

In order to be a valid Annual Review, there are a series of steps the LA must take, under Regulation 20 of the SEND Regulations 2014 which includes

	ensuring the right people are invited
	all invited/attending have at least two weeks’ notice of the date of the meeting, and
	that the organiser of the meeting has gathered information and updates from parents, and young people, and from professionals that are shared with all attending at least two weeks before the meeting
	circulating a report within two weeks of the meeting of what was discussed and agreed
	issue a decision within four weeks of the annual review. If the decision is to amend, the draft must also be issued within four weeks.


You should contact your case worker at the LA and the school if this is not the case.

If the child or young person is coming up to a phase transfer (for example, moving from primary school to secondary school), the LA must carry out the review well in advance of the move.

What happens after the Annual Review?



At the end of the review, the LA must make one of three decisions:

	To maintain the EHC plan and not make any changes
	To amend the EHC plan
	To cease the EHC plan


In each case,  it must write to you with its decision within four weeks of the Annual Review date.

If the LA has decided to amend the EHC plan, it must issue a draft at the same time as the decision letter so that parents can review it. Parents have at least 15 days to review the plan. The LA must issue the plan within 8 weeks of the date the draft was sent to parents to review.

If it decides to leave it the same, or cease it, and you are not in agreement, you have a right of appeal within the decision letter sent to you by the LA.


		

	




Common Myths and Questions

	

		
		
		
			

	
		If LA issues a notice to say they are ceasing to maintain the EHCP, then no provision will be delivered from that date
		
		If LA issues a notice to say they are ceasing to maintain the EHCP, then no provision will be delivered from that date
Charlotte2022-11-29T01:23:36+00:00The LA must give advance notification to parents when they are proposing to cease to maintain an EHCP. This is in the form of  a written notice. It must consult with parents before ceasing an EHCP and advise the date at which they intend to cease maintaining it. This means that support does NOT stop following the issuing of this notice.

Parents and schools are able to respond to the LA with their their feedback if they do not agree with the proposed date and are able to appeal to SENDIST. The support in the EHCP must be provided until the appeal is concluded.		

	




	
		Professionals/schools can provide reports at the Annual Review and don’t need to send them to parents in advance
		
		Professionals/schools can provide reports at the Annual Review and don’t need to send them to parents in advance
Charlotte2022-11-22T19:42:17+00:00In order for the Annual Review to be valid, professionals and schools must send any reports or documents they rely on in the Annual Review meeting to ALL those attending the meeting two weeks before the meeting takes place.		

	




	
		If a reduction in provision is proposed at an Annual Review, then it can be reduced immediately after the AR meeting
		
		If a reduction in provision is proposed at an Annual Review, then it can be reduced immediately after the AR meeting
Charlotte2022-11-22T17:59:37+00:00No. The LA cannot reduce the provision after the Annual Review, the current EHCP remains in force until it is formally amended. Until the LA completes the process of issuing a draft, consulting with parents and issuing a final amended EHCP, they have to continue supplying all the support in that EHCP.		

	




	
		When can I ask for an early review of an EHCP?
		
		When can I ask for an early review of an EHCP?
Charlotte2022-11-22T18:08:05+00:00The LA must arrange a statutory review of the EHCP at least once every 12 months.

But you can ask for an early review at any time as long as you have good reason. If you believe it is urgent to do so - needs and provision are not accurate as they currently are for example - then you should ask the LA to conduct a review as soon as possible. This should be led by the LA but you should advise the school first.

 		

	




	
		Can I ask for an early review of an EHCP?
		
		Can I ask for an early review of an EHCP?
Charlotte2022-11-14T16:36:41+00:00Yes you can ask for an early statutory review of an EHCP but you should have a good reason for doing so.
Reasons for doing that would be:
	that Section B is no longer accurate -  education, health or social care needs have changed
	Section F therefore is no longer accurate and not meeting those changed needs.
	a child or young person is at risk of exclusion or has been excluded and urgent review of needs and provision is required


 		

	




	
		The annual review is due, but we’re involved in an ongoing appeal to the SEND Tribunal about the EHC plan. How does this affect the process?
		
		The annual review is due, but we’re involved in an ongoing appeal to the SEND Tribunal about the EHC plan. How does this affect the process?
Charlotte2022-12-05T13:08:14+00:00The annual review must take place within 12 months of the last review, or of the date the EHC plan was first issued.  The appeal doesn't impact this happening. It could be an opportunity for some matters to be resolved that you are appealing - and the annual review can and should include elements of the Plan which aren't being appealed and/or can't be appealed, e.g. section E. If the LA issues a new draft amended EHC plan after the annual review, this can be wrapped into the appeal, and you can request to treat the draft amended EHCP as the working document in the current appeal, rather than having to register a new appeal.		

	


		


		
	


	
	



	
		
			Find out more:

	Download our comprehensive info sheet on Annual Reviews
	Take a look at our pre-recorded webinar on Annual Reviews (£10)



		

	




Next: Appealing a Decision




				

			
					
	


		






	

	


					
				
				


				
				

																																				
									
													
				Call our helpline

	
		
			Open during term time. Please check our social media page for updates to our helpline opening times.


		

	

	0208 538 3731





Connect with us

	
		
			We regularly post to our social channels.


		

	

	Facebook
	Twitter





Contact our office

	
		
			SOS! Special Educational Needs

92 Central Road

Worcester Park

Surrey

KT4 8HU


		

	

	0203 409 3851
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		We use cookies on our website to give you the most relevant experience by remembering your preferences and repeat visits. By clicking “Accept All”, you consent to the use of ALL the cookies. However, you may visit "Cookie Settings" to provide a controlled consent. View our full privacy policy.
Cookie SettingsReject AllAccept All


Manage consent

  
	
		  
			
			Close
		  
		  
			
	
		
			
				Privacy Overview
				
					This website uses cookies to improve your experience while you navigate through the website. Out of these, the cookies that are categorized as necessary are stored on your browser as they are essential for the working of basic functionalities of the website. We also use third-party cookies that help us analyze and understand how you use this website. These cookies will be stored in your browser only with your consent. You also have the option to opt-out of these cookies. But opting out of some of these cookies may affect your browsing experience.



View our full privacy policy.
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									Necessary cookies are absolutely essential for the website to function properly. These cookies ensure basic functionalities and security features of the website, anonymously.
	Cookie	Duration	Description
	cookielawinfo-checkbox-analytics	11 months	This cookie is set by GDPR Cookie Consent plugin. The cookie is used to store the user consent for the cookies in the category "Analytics".
	cookielawinfo-checkbox-functional	11 months	The cookie is set by GDPR cookie consent to record the user consent for the cookies in the category "Functional".
	cookielawinfo-checkbox-necessary	11 months	This cookie is set by GDPR Cookie Consent plugin. The cookies is used to store the user consent for the cookies in the category "Necessary".
	cookielawinfo-checkbox-others	11 months	This cookie is set by GDPR Cookie Consent plugin. The cookie is used to store the user consent for the cookies in the category "Other.
	cookielawinfo-checkbox-performance	11 months	This cookie is set by GDPR Cookie Consent plugin. The cookie is used to store the user consent for the cookies in the category "Performance".
	viewed_cookie_policy	11 months	The cookie is set by the GDPR Cookie Consent plugin and is used to store whether or not user has consented to the use of cookies. It does not store any personal data.
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									Analytical cookies are used to understand how visitors interact with the website. These cookies help provide information on metrics the number of visitors, bounce rate, traffic source, etc.
	Cookie	Duration	Description
	_ga	2 years	This cookie is set by Google Analytics. The cookie is used to enable tracking of user interactions with this website to help us understand how the website is used.
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